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CANopen EDS and XDD 

Summary 

CANopen masters and FAULHABER MotionManager need EDS and XDD files. Where to get 
them and where to put them. 

Applies To 

FAULHABER CANopen drives. 
 

Description 

Both FAULHABER MotionManager and CANopen masters (e. g. PLCs) need to have knowledge 
about the CANopen slaves they are about to control. This information is kept in XDD and EDS 
files. XDD stands for ‘XML device description’ while EDS means ‘electronic data sheet’. Both files 
contain more or less the same information. 
Most PLCs will process EDS files, while FAULHABER MotionManager needs XDD files. 

Where to get them 

The easiest way to obtain all XDD and EDS files is to download FAULHABER MotionManager 
from www.faulhaber.com and install it. EDS files are stored within MotionManager, see “Import 
into you PLC” 
 
In rare cases you receive a CANopen controller with a newer firmware than stored in the Motion-
Manager. Then you can get the newest XDD and EDS file from FAULHABER web page 
www.faulhaber.com. Currently, this is to be found under Support / Technical Support / Drive Elec-
tronics / Downloads. 
For how to import these files into MotionManger, see the next paragraph. 

Import into MotionManager 

If your motion controller’s firmware is newer than your installed MotionManager, it will present the 
following dialog, asking for a new XDD file: 

 



 
 

Faulhaber Product Application Note 180     

 

Normally, you should update FAULHABER MotionManager to the latest version. In most cases it 
contains the appropriate XDD.  
However, your CANopen drive might even be newer than MotionManager. If this is the case, con-
firm the dialog with yes and point the file open dialog to the XDD files that you downloaded in the 
previous step, “Where to get them”. 
Select the XDD file that resembles exactly the connected CANopen controller. The XDD file can 
be stored internally by the MotionManager so you will not see this dialog again. 

Import into you PLC 

EDS files can be found in the EDS subdirectory beneath MotionManager’s installation directory. 
Most often this will be something like C:\Program Files (x86)\Faulhaber\Motion Manager 6\EDS. 
 
On how to import them into your master, please consult your PLC’s manual. 
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